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Information Sheet

The Village Hall is a purpose-built single storey building with a tiled roof that was completed in 1997.  The Main Hall is 11.6m x 9.25m (about 107 square metres).  In addition, there is a committee room 4.6m x 3.7m (17 square metres) and a kitchen of the same size.  The maximum permitted capacity is 210 (seating capacity is 150, or 120 with staging).

There is a large grassed area for outside events (suitable for marquees) as well as an under 12’s play area.  Camping is not permitted.  There is an all-weather tennis court available for hire by the hour.
Opening hours 
The Hall is licensed for use from 9am until 12 midnight (Monday to Saturday), and until 11 pm (Sunday); these are the latest times by which the Hall must be vacated and dark.

Facilities
The Hall has around 100 plastic chairs, 14 large (6ft x 2ft 3in) tables and 10 small (3ft x 2ft 3in) tables.  The kitchen contains a domestic electric cooker, fridge, tea urn, dishwasher, two electric kettles and crockery and glassware for around 100 guests.
A slide projector and audio equipment are available at no extra charge if pre-ordered.  In addition, there is a modular 50 piece staging set, stage lighting, an electronically operated film screen (4.5m x 2.75m) and seven display stands (6ft x 4ft).
There is a hearing loop facility, and acoustic wall SoundSorba Panels.
There is free wi-fi – superfast fibre 100mbps

The Hall has a Performing Rights Society licence. 

Heating and lighting 
All heating is electric.  The Main Hall has 10 wall-mounted infra-red heaters, with thermostatic control.  There are wall mounted Dimplex convector heaters in the committee room and toilets, and a Dimplex base unit fan heater in the kitchen.  Please turn all heaters off when they are no longer needed, and check that they are off at the end of your event.  No other heating devices may be used in the Hall without Fire Brigade clearance.

Hot water is provided by Redring water heaters in the kitchen and toilets.  These are kept on at all times. 

Lighting is provided by fluorescent strip lights.  The 12 lights in the Main Hall are wall mounted and have dimmer switch control.

Car parking 

The road beside the Hall is a public through road and must not be obstructed.  The car park has spaces for 15 cars (13 + 2 Disabled).  There is an overflow car park that can take up to a further 7 cars, and the Surgery car park may also be negotiated, if available - please ask the Bookings Manager if you need these.  Under no circumstances should cars be parked on the grass.  Caravans and camper vans are not allowed to park overnight.
Accessibility

The Caretaker can be contacted in the evenings (01747 812047) and arrangements for access, and layouts for tables and chairs etc. can be discussed.  The Caretaker will also go through the process of locking-up the Hall upon completion of the hire period and make arrangements for the return of keys.  The Hall has wheelchair access.
Nearest telephone

The Hall has no telephone.  Mobile phone reception in the village is generally poor.  Please connect your mobile to the broadband to use wi-fi calling in the event of an emergency. The Hall’s address is West Street, Fontmell Magna, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 0JP.   Post Code for Sat Nav is: SP7 0PS
Safety and first aid 
Smoking is not permitted anywhere on the premises.  Smoke machines are not permitted as detectors are fitted throughout the building.  No decorations of a combustible nature (e.g. candles, polystyrene, tissue) or unauthorised heating appliances shall be used in the Hall without the consent of the Management Committee, as we have to get Fire Brigade clearance.

There is a small first aid box in the kitchen, also a Report Book in which you must record any incident and any breakages, giving the date, time, contact name and details.  You may also use the Book to record any comments on the Hall.
Charges

When you hire the Hall, you hire all of the facilities for a single hourly rate - £9 per hour for residents and £11 per hour for non-residents.  Please ring the Bookings Manager, Sian Highnam - on 01747 811 028 or email bookings.fmvh@mail.com for more information if you are planning a large event such as a wedding.

There is staging which can be hired separately for £11 per day.  
Note that the hirer is responsible in law for ensuring that they have insurance cover for their event(s). 

When you hire the Hall, you will be asked to agree to a checklist of procedures on leaving the Hall.  We reserve the right to keep any special deposit or make an extra charge if you do not comply fully with this checklist. 
Further information

The Bookings Manager will answer any initial enquiries regarding the Hall, or advise you of the person to contact.  They will send you Booking Forms after agreeing a date which will be held for (14 days) against receipt of a confirming deposit.  
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